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In memory of Dinos Leventis, classicist and patron of Greek studies
INTRODUCTION
Sigrid Deger-Jalkotzy and Irene S. Lemos
Supplied by the generosity of the A. G. Leventis Foundation the Third
A. G. Leventis Conference ‘From wanax to basileus’ was organised by Sigrid
Deger-Jalkotzy and Irene S. Lemos at the University of Edinburgh, 22–25
January 2003. Sigrid Deger-Jalkotzy was at the time the third Leventis Visiting
Professor. The subject of the conference was chosen ﬁrst because the research
interests of the organisers focus on the centuries between the collapse of the
Mycenaean palace states (c.1200 ) and the beginning of the archaic period of
Ancient Greece (c.700 ) which until recently have been called ‘The Dark Age of
Greece’. The term is still used by classical archaeologists, ancient historians and
linguists, as well as by scholars of adjacent ﬁelds such as Near Eastern studies and
European Prehistory. The second reason for organising this conference was the
fact that many signiﬁcant discoveries made during recent decades together with
new approaches and intensive research on various aspects of cultural develop-
ments require a fresh and comprehensive revision of the period. Obviously the
new state of research has rendered the term of a ‘Dark Age of Greece’ highly
questionable. Yet since the seminal surveys by A. Snodgrass, V. Desborough and
F. Schachermeyr no monographic treatment covering the entire period and all its
cultural aspects and developments has been published. The organisers felt that it
might not be possible any longer for a single author to perform such a task.
Therefore distinguished scholars from all over the world were invited to gather in
Edinburgh in order to re-examine old and new evidence on the period. The sub-
jects of their papers were chosen in advance so that taken together they would
cover the ﬁeld with an interdisciplinary perspective, approaching the period under
consideration from various disciplines.
On these premises the papers cover a wide range of themes. They compare, as
well as contrast, aspects of the Mycenaean palace system with the political and
social structures emerging after its collapse. Archaeological papers are oﬀered by
scholars who have been working and specializing in speciﬁc areas of Greece, a
number of whom are involved with sites which have changed the study of the
period, such as Lefkandi, Knossos, Dimini and regions such as central and
western Greece. There are moreover studies of the linguistic developments of
Linear B texts as well as on the dialects of Greek and on the developments of early
Greek oral poetry including the Homeric epics.
The themes and subjects of this book are divided into six groups.
Political and social structures are covered by papers focusing on political,
administrative and social organisations. On the one hand the origin and develop-
ment of Mycenaean palatial architecture and of the ‘megaron’ in particular are
covered, and the recent results of research on the Linear B texts are presented. On
the other hand there are papers dealing with the social and political structures
referred to in the Homeric epics. It is clear from these contributions that Homeric
terms were used in a fundamentally diﬀerent way from those of the Mycenaean
palace organisation, even if certain titles and technical terms survived. Sadly, it
was not possible to include the full text of Walter Donlan’s presentation, but a
summary is given in chapter 6.
The second group of papers is dedicated to questions of continuity, discon-
tinuity and transformation between the Mycenaean Palace Period and its after-
math. This group starts with the Late Helladic IIIC period which followed
immediately after the collapse of the Mycenaean palaces. It is now assumed
that this period – though still Mycenaean in character – played a major role in
the transformation of the Mycenaean cultural heritage. Papers in this section
deal with LH IIIC domestic architecture, tombs and symbolism as testimonies
to the transformation of the Mycenaean concept of elites and rulers. At the
same time they discuss architectural features and their importance in elucidat-
ing diﬀerences and similarities in the political and social structures of both
periods. The transmission of Mycenaean skills of metalwork and the techno-
logical achievements of the post-Mycenaean periods are also taken into con-
sideration, and it is considered to what extent survivals ought to be seen in
terms of a transformational process rather than as testimonies to cultural con-
tinuity. The last paper outlines the various forms of state formation during the
Early Iron Age and especially the importance of the role played by ethne in such
developments.
Papers in the section on international and inter-regional relations reveal that
there was a fundamental change of patterns in inter-regional exchanges after the
collapse of the Mycenaean palaces. In this context, aspects of gift exchange in the
Homeric epics and a critique of modern theories and their use or abuse of certain
Homeric terms are also examined. Links with the western and eastern
Mediterranean during the palace period and afterwards are investigated, and the
important role in the exchange network of the Early Iron Age played by the
Phoenicians is pointed out. The paper delivered at the conference by Christopher
Mee covering the area of diplomatic relationships and exchange of goods
between the Aegean and the eastern Mediterranean during the Late Bronze Age
is not included in this book. He had submitted a similar version of his paper to
the forthcoming Companion to the Bronze Age edited by Cynthia W. Shelmerdine.
2 
Fortunately, this topic has been covered by a fair number of conferences and
studies of speciﬁc aspects.1
The papers referring to religion and hero cult suggest that there was no con-
nection between the hero cults of the archaic period and the concept of divine
kingship during the Mycenaean palace period. Instead, a wider perspective of
hero cult, religion and political leadership during the Early Iron Age is oﬀered.
As a particular case, aspects of continuity and discontinuity in Cretan religious
practice from L(ate) M(inoan) IIIC to the end of the Protogeometric period are
discussed, including warrior rites in Protogeometric Crete.
The section on the Homeric epics and heroic poetry per deﬁnitionem covers lin-
guistic and philological investigations. Papers deal with the linguistic develop-
ments in Homer and the impact of oral poetry on the composition of the
Homeric epics. Moreover, the use of the Homeric epics as a historical source is
also addressed.
Finally, the archaeology of Greek regions is covered by papers oﬀering sum-
maries of recent discoveries and comprehensive surveys on important regions and
areas. The importance of these contributions lies not only in the presentation of
recently discovered archaeological material but also in the fact that various
aspects and regions are introduced by specialists of the period and often by direc-
tors of major archaeological sites.
Considering the wide range of subjects covered in an interdisciplinary fashion,
the editors are conﬁdent that the Proceedings of the Third Leventis Conference
of 2003 in Edinburgh will provide an essential and fundamental source of refer-
ence on the later phases of the Mycenaean and the Early Iron Ages of Greece for
many years.
Finally, it is our pleasant duty to acknowledge the support and help of the fol-
lowing institutions and individuals. Above all, our thanks are due to the A. G.
Leventis Foundation and Mr George David for the generous ﬁnancial support for
the conference and the publication of the proceedings. Our gratitude also extends
to the University of Edinburgh and to the then Head of Classics, Professor Keith
Rutter, who kindly helped with the editorial work. Carol Macdonald and espe-
cially James Dale of the Edinburgh University Press were most helpful through-
out the production of this volume. We owe them many thanks.
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